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success. . . . The  decisive victory,  the true victory,
is bound to be a moral victory."

Von der Goltz adds to this : " It is not so necessary
to annihilate the enemy combatants as to annihilate their
courage. Victory is ours as soon as the enemy has been
brought to believe that his cause is lost.3* And again,
somewhere else: " An enemy is not to be reduced to
impotence by means of complete individual annihilation,
but by destroying his hope in victory."

Frederick sums this up in one word : " To conquer i*
to advance"

" But who advances ? The one whose conscience
and countenance compel the other to withdraw " (De
Maistre).

Therefore: War = the domain of moral force.
Victory == moral superiority in the victors; moral
depression in the vanquished. Battle = a struggle
between two wills.

In order that our army be victoriouss it must have a
moral superior to that which the enemy possesses or
receives from his commander. To organise battle con-
sists in enhancing our own spirit to the highest degree
in order to break that of the enemy.

The will to conquer : such is victory's first condition,
and therefore every soldier's first duty; but it also
amounts to a supreme resolve which the commander
must, if need be, impart to the soldier's soul.

Here appears the Necessity, for an army which desires
to conquer, of being provided with a factor of the first
order, command: as well as the necessity, in the man
who would undertake battle, of possessing a certain
gift: that of commanding.

To think and to will, t*> possess intelligence and energy,
will not suffice for him; he must possess also the " im-
perative fluid " (De Brack), the gift of communicating
his own supreme energy to the masses of men who are,
so to sj>eak, his weapon; for an army is to a chief what a
sword is to a soldier. It is only worth anything in so
far as it receives from him a certain impulsion (direction
and vigour).

" The Gauls were not conquered by the Roman legions,
but by Caesar. It was not before the Carthaginian
soldiers that Rome was made to tremble, but before
Hannibal. It was not the Macedonian phalanx which